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26 (27128 {29301 Wed, Dec 26 3:00 PM Workforce Meeting (New York
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12 1; ::g ;g ;1 ;g Mon, Dec 31 2:10 PM Financial Meeting
24 | 2656126 |27 {2829
3111 12 3 14 |5 My Events: 8

Banking Seminar

Events Created: 5
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United States United States

Category: Biotechnology

Category: Biotechnology Category: Biotechnology
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2 Members wees 2 Members 2 Members ==
I Attend lf’l‘f@" Contactl Invite l Attend E&@[Contactl Invite | Attend ivl Contact | Invite l
[ < Previous I l Next > ]

Search
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Real Estate Restaurant Retail Telecommunications Transportation Utilities
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Keywords  Category Industry Event Date Event Type
| | [ A el A ]| A [l A [+]
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(200
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$® 13
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VIRTUAL ELECTRONIC CARD BASED
NETWORKING

BACKGROUND

[0001] This invention generally relates to business net-
working. More particularly, this invention relates to online
networking based on exchange of virtual electronic cards.
[0002] Typically, traditional business cards are used for
establishing a business network between one or more of indi-
viduals and companies. Storing, managing, and modifying
the traditional business cards is cumbersome and costly.
Moreover, exchanging traditional business cards with indi-
viduals and companies residing in distant geographical loca-
tions may notbe viable. The individuals and companies resid-
ing in distant geographical locations need to exchange
business cards for networking. Further, the individuals and
companies may want to update or customize the business
cards for enhancing the aesthetic appearance of the business
cards. The individuals and companies may also want to pro-
mote businesses, perform business consulting, share informa-
tion, and perform business transactions with individuals and
companies around the globe based on level of confidence.
Most importantly, exchanging business cards, gaining global
exposure, and competing in the global market is a necessity in
today’s world.

[0003] Hence, thereis an unmet need for online networking
based on the exchange of virtual electronic cards to form a
business network.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0004] The computer implemented method and system dis-
closed herein addresses the above stated need for online net-
working based on exchange of virtual electronic cards
between multiple users or multiple companies.

[0005] The method and system disclosed herein provides
an online networking environment. Registration in the online
networking environment includes creating a personal profile
by the user for creating a virtual electronic card. If the user is
employed, the user is provided with an option to search for
existing company profile or to create a new company profile.
The user may also create the company profile at a later period
of'time. On finding a company profile based on the search, the
user can associate with the company as an employee of the
company. If the company does not exist in the search results,
the user can create a company profile of the company of the
user. If the user is unemployed or does not wish to create the
company profile, the user has the option to create only the
personal profile without creating a company profile. Further,
based on the information entered by the user, virtual elec-
tronic cards are automatically created. The virtual electronic
cards created may be at least one of a personal electronic card
and a company electronic card. The method and system dis-
closed herein establishes a personal contact network of the
user in the online networking environment by exchanging
personal electronic cards between the user and one or more of
aplurality of users. Further, a company contact network of the
company of the user is established when a company’s
employee exchanges company electronic cards with one or
more of a plurality of companies.

[0006] Theuseris provided with options to perform the step
of'exchanging, deleting, forwarding, messaging, inviting, and
participating in online meetings with one or more users in the
online networking environment using the personal electronic
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card. Further, the user is provided with options to perform the
steps of exchanging, deleting, forwarding, messaging, invit-
ing, and participating in online meetings in the online net-
working environment using the company electronic card. The
online networking environment allows the user to invite one
ormore of the plurality of users and companies to one or more
of the plurality of online meetings, advice section, events,
groups, jobs, and leads associated with the user. The user may
edit and format the virtual electronic card by one or more
steps of selecting background, formatting text, uploading a
logo image, and editing styles, shapes, and information of the
virtual electronic card. The company electronic card of the
company may display ratings the company has received from
other users. In short, the personal electronic card displays
personal information and company electronic card displays
company information. The user exchanges the virtual elec-
tronic cards with one or more of the plurality of users and
forms a global business network in the online networking
environment.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0007] The foregoing summary, as well as the following
detailed description of the embodiments, is better understood
when read in conjunction with the appended drawings. For
the purpose of illustrating the invention, exemplary construc-
tions of the invention are shown in the drawings. However, the
invention is not limited to the specific methods and instru-
mentalities disclosed herein. Further the word linking in the
document means connecting or associating.

[0008] FIG. 1 illustrates a computer implemented method
of online networking based on creation of user and company
profiles and exchange of virtual electronic cards between
users or companies.

[0009] FIG. 2 illustrates a computer implemented system
for online networking based on creation of user and company
profiles and exchange of virtual electronic cards between
users or companies.

[0010] FIG. 3 illustrates technical processes involved in the
creation and storage of the virtual electronic card.

[0011] FIG. 4 exemplarily illustrates a flow chart of the
steps involved in creation of the virtual electronic cards for
the users and companies.

[0012] FIGS. 5A-5D exemplarily illustrate the available
options on a personal electronic card.

[0013] FIGS. 6A-6D exemplarily illustrate the available
options on a company electronic card.

[0014] FIG. 7 exemplarily illustrates a user registration
form for registering a user, creating a personal profile of the
user, and creating a virtual electronic card of the user in the
online networking environment.

[0015] FIG. 8 exemplarily illustrates a company registra-
tion form for registering a company, creating a company
profile, and creating a virtual electronic card of the company
by the user in the online networking environment.

[0016] FIG. 9 exemplarily illustrates a step of linking the
user with employees belonging to the same company as the
user in the online networking environment.

[0017] FIG. 10 exemplarily illustrates a virtual electronic
card customization tool.

[0018] FIG. 11 exemplarily illustrates an organizational
chart of the company created with virtual electronic cards.
[0019] FIG. 12 exemplarily illustrates the ‘home’ webpage
of the online networking environment.
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[0020] FIG. 13 exemplarily illustrates the personal profile
‘office’ webpage of the online networking environment.
[0021] FIG. 14 exemplarily illustrates the ‘network’
webpage of the online networking environment.

[0022] FIG. 15 exemplarily illustrates the ‘company pro-
file’ webpage of the online networking environment.

[0023] FIGS. 16A-16B exemplarily illustrate the webpage
of the ‘leads’ section in the online networking environment.
[0024] FIGS. 17A-17B exemplarily illustrate the webpage
of the ‘jobs’ section in the online networking environment.
[0025] FIGS. 18A-18B exemplarily illustrate the webpage
of'the ‘events’ section in the online networking environment.
[0026] FIGS. 19A-19B exemplarily illustrate the webpage
of'the ‘groups’ section in the online networking environment.
[0027] FIGS. 20A-20B exemplarily illustrate the webpage
of'the ‘advice’ section in the online networking environment.
[0028] FIG. 21 exemplarily illustrates a chat session used
for online meetings in the online networking environment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0029] FIG. 1 illustrates a computer implemented method
of online networking based on creation of profiles and
exchange of virtual electronic cards between users 210 or
companies. The method disclosed herein provides 101 an
online networking environment. The online networking envi-
ronment is used for exchanging the virtual electronic cards
between multiple users 210. The exchange of the virtual
electronic cards allows a user to form a global business net-
work in the online networking environment. Exemplarily,
consider a user, Adam belonging to a company XYZ in
America, joins the online networking environment. Adam
wants to create a business network to gain exposure and
compete in the global economy. The exchange of traditional
business cards with professionals in far off countries, for
example, China and India may not be viable for Adam.
Henceforth, by utilizing the online networking environment,
the global business network may be formed by Adam by
exchanging virtual electronic cards with other users 210 of
the online networking environment. The online networking
environment comprises a combination of a home webpage, a
personal profile webpage, a business network webpage, a
company profile webpage, a company testimonial webpage, a
company organizational chart webpage, a company website
created in the online networking environment, a leads
webpage, a jobs webpage, events webpage, groups webpage,
an advice webpage, and an online chat meeting webpage. The
description of each of the webpage’s in the online networking
environment is explained in the detailed description of FIGS.
12-20B.

[0030] The user creates 102 a personal profile in the online
networking environment for creating the virtual electronic
card. The personal profile is created upon registration of the
user in the online networking environment. The step of reg-
istration of the user includes providing user information
including combination of first name, a last name, an elec-
tronic main (email) address, a phone number, a fax number,
skills and qualifications, a password, a registration verifica-
tion code, etc, on a user registration form. The user registra-
tion form is exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 7. A company
search section provided in the user registration form enables
the user to search for an existing company profile of the
company of the user in the online networking environment.
On finding the existing company based on the search result,
the user associates with the existing company as one of an
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employee or an owner of the company. The virtual electronic
card of the user is further linked with virtual electronic cards
of'the employees of the existing company once the user sends
the invitation and upon the approval of the employees. The
step of linking the user with employees belonging to the same
company as the user in the online networking environment is
exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 9. Further, the user may invite
non members by email to register in the online networking
environment and automatically link with the user.

[0031] The user creates 103 a company profile upon not
finding the company of the user in the search result. The
company profile is created upon the registration of the com-
pany of the user in the online networking environment. The
user has the option to create the company profile at a later
period of time. Furthermore, the user has the option to create
only the personal profile without creating a company profile if
the user is unemployed or does not wish to create the com-
pany profile. The step of registration of the company by the
user includes providing company information by the user
including combination of a company name, a company
address, a company slogan, company description, number of
employees, company logo, industries the company buys
from, industries the company sells to, year established,
annual sales, products and services, etc., on a company reg-
istration form. The company registration form is exemplarily
illustrated in FIG. 8.

[0032] The method disclosed herein creates 104 the virtual
electronic card automatically. The virtual electronic card may
be the personal electronic card or the company electronic
card. The personal electronic card is automatically created in
the online networking environment upon creation of the per-
sonal profile. The company electronic card is automatically
created in the online networking environment upon creation
of the company profile. The personal electronic card and the
company electronic card include information from the cre-
ated personal profile and the company profile. The virtual
electronic card is displayed in the online networking environ-
ment. The personal profile of the user comprises user infor-
mation and the personal electronic card. The company profile
comprises company information and the company electronic
card. The plurality of users 210 view the personal profile by
clicking the personal electronic card and further view the
company profile by clicking the company electronic card.
The method disclosed herein establishes 105 a personal con-
tact network ofthe user in the online networking environment
by exchanging personal electronic cards between the user and
the plurality of users 210.

[0033] Further, acompany contact network of the company
of the user is established 106 by exchanging company elec-
tronic cards between a first company and one or more of the
plurality of companies. The exchange is initiated by the user
associated with the first company. The step of establishing the
company contact network between a first company and a
second company comprises exchanging company electronic
cards by the first company with the second company upon
approval from the representative of the second company. The
exchanged company electronic card may be viewed by all the
employees within the company. Further, any employee of the
company registered with the online networking environment
may perform actions like delete the company electronic card,
set online meetings, forward the company electronic card,
invite users, and send messages in the online networking
environment. The aforementioned actions may require
approval from the company representative.
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[0034] The personal electronic card comprises an option
for the user to perform the step of exchanging 501 for linking
with one or more of the users. Further upon linking 507, the
personal electronic card includes a list with options for the
user to perform the steps of deleting 502, forwarding 503,
messaging 504, chat meeting 505, and inviting 506. The
available options on the personal electronic card are
explained in the detailed description of FIGS. 5A-5D. The
option for exchanging allows the user to exchange the per-
sonal electronic cards with one or more of the plurality of
users 210. The exchange of the personal electronic cards
comprises automatically sending invitation messages to the
users 210 to join the personal contact network of the user. The
invitation message may display options to accept or deny the
personal electronic card. The exchange feature allows users to
exchange their personal electronic cards and form a personal
contact network if the other user selects the accept option.

[0035] The option for deleting allows the user to delete the
existing personal electronic card of one or more of the plu-
rality of users from the existing personal contact network.
Further, if a first user deletes a personal electronic card of a
second user from the personal contact network, the first user’s
personal electronic card will also be deleted from second
user’s personal contact network. Upon deletion of the per-
sonal electronic card of the user, an electronic mail message
is sent to the other user. The option for forwarding allows the
user to forward the personal electronic card of one or more of
the users 210 of the personal contact network to one or more
users 210 in the personal contact network and one or more
companies in the company contact network.

[0036] The option for messaging allows the user to send
messages to one or more of the plurality of users 210 of the
personal contact network. The messages on the online net-
work are received in the user’s inbox in the online networking
environment. The option for meeting allows the user to invite
one or more of the plurality of users to an online chat meeting
at a specified time. Upon approval of the other user, all par-
ticipating users view a chat window at the specified time. The
chat window is exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 21. The option
for inviting allows the user to invite one or more of the
plurality of users 210 of the personal contact network to one
or more of the plurality of online meetings, advice section,
events, groups, jobs, and leads associated with the user. The
leads section, jobs section, events section, groups section,
advice section, company section, organizational chart, com-
pany network, personal network, online meeting, company
profile, and personal profile appear in the online networking
environment. Furthermore, the leads section, jobs section,
events section, groups section, advice section, company sec-
tion, organizational chart, company network, personal net-
work, online meeting, company profile, and personal profile
of'the user display at least one of the personal electronic cards
and the company electronic cards. The user and the company
are identified using the relevant personal electronic cards and
company electronic cards in each of the aforementioned sec-
tions.

[0037] The company electronic card comprises an option
for the user to perform the step of exchanging 601 for linking
with one or more of the companies. The user may view one or
more of company website address link 602, company profile
link 603, and online networking environment website link
604 on the company electronic card. Further upon linking
610, the company electronic card includes a list with options
for the user to perform the steps of deleting 605, forwarding
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606, messaging 607, meeting 608, and inviting 609. The
available options on the company electronic card are
explained in the detailed description of FIGS. 6A-6D. The
option for exchanging allows the user to exchange company
electronic cards with one or more of the plurality of compa-
nies. The step of exchanging company electronic cards com-
prises automatically sending invitation messages to company
representatives of the other companies to approve and thus
join the company contact network.

[0038] The invitation message may display options to
accept or deny. Upon accepting the company electronic card
by the company representative, the company electronic card
may be viewed by all employees belonging to the company
contact network. The option for deleting allows the employee
of'the company or the representative to delete one or more of
the company electronic cards from the company contact net-
work. Upon deletion of a company electronic card of a com-
pany, an email message is sent to that company or the repre-
sentative of that company. The option for forwarding allows
the user to forward the company electronic card of one or
more of the plurality of companies in the company contact
network to one or more of the companies in the company
contact network and one or more users 210 in the personal
contact network. The option for messaging allows the user to
send messages to one of the plurality of companies in the
company contact network. The option for inviting allows the
user to invite the company representatives of one or more of
the plurality companies to one or more online meetings,
advice, events, groups, jobs, and leads associated with the
user. The employees or the representative belonging to a
company may also perform the steps of exchanging, deleting,
forwarding, messaging, meeting, and inviting.

[0039] Thepersonal electronic card may be one of an image
and a multimedia card comprising user information. The
company electronic card may be one of an image and a
multimedia card comprising company information. The vir-
tual electronic cards may be of different fonts, sizes, shapes,
colors and may have logos, background image, and textual
information. Further, the virtual electronic card of a larger
size may be displayed by scrolling over a smaller sized virtual
electronic card. The personal virtual electronic cards com-
prise information on number of common linkers and degrees
of'separation. Common linkers refer to other users who are in
the personal contact network of the user. The degrees of
separation indicate the smallest number of contacts the card
owner is away from the other user. The number of common
linkers and the degrees of separation are displayed on the
virtual electronic cards.

[0040] The personal electronic cards may display one or
more of a name of the user, a photograph of the user, logo of
the company, indicator to show online presence of the user,
company name, email address, contact information, degrees
of separation between the user and the plurality of users 210,
number of common linkers that are of a predefined number of
degrees away from the user in the personal contact network,
company website address, an action drop down menu, and a
checkbox. The company electronic cards may display one or
more of a company name, number of common registered
employees who are a predefined number of degrees away
from the user, number of degrees away another company is
from the company of the user, company logo, company rat-
ing, contact information, email address, company website
address, the online availability of a representative, company
profile link, link to the website created on the networking
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environment, an action drop down menu, or a check box. The
company electronic card of a company may display ratings
the company has received from the users 210.

[0041] The user may edit and format the virtual electronic
card by one or more steps of selecting background, formatting
text, uploading logo image, and editing styles, shapes, and
information of the virtual electronic card. The user may also
upload an image and multimedia of a scanned business card.
Further, the scanned business card may be used as the virtual
electronic card by the user. The user may customize the vir-
tual electronic card during or after registration. The edited
virtual electronic card and associated information of the users
210 are stored on an electronic device. The electronic device
may be one of a personal computer, mobile phone, a personal
digital assistant (PDA), or other electronic devices. The com-
pany profile includes company information and company
electronic card. An organizational chart includes multiple
personal electronic cards of employees of the company in a
predefined order. The predefined order may be similar to the
hierarchy in the company. The virtual electronic cards can be
searched based on one or more of keywords, companies,
industry, location, and title.

[0042] The user saves the virtual electronic card locally on
a computing device from the online briefcase. For example,
the user may save the virtual electronic card on a computer, a
mobile phone or any other computing device. The user may
also exchange the virtual electronic cards saved on the com-
puting devices. The exchange of virtual electronic cards may
occur outside the online networking environment. The user
may send the virtual electronic card to one or more of the
plurality of existing users 210 and non users of the online
networking environment via an email. The step of inviting the
existing users 210 of the online networking environment
comprises sending the email invitation to an online account of
the existing users 210 in the online networking environment
and permitting the existing users 210 to exchange the virtual
electronic cards with the user. The step of inviting the non
users comprises sending the email invitation to an email
account of the non users and inviting the non users to join the
online networking environment and exchange the virtual
electronic cards with the user. The online networking envi-
ronment may be accessed from a web browser, a personal
digital assistant, or other electronic devices.

[0043] FIG. 2 illustrates a computer implemented system
for online networking based on creation of profiles and
exchange of virtual electronic cards between plurality of
users 210 or plurality of companies. The computer imple-
mented system disclosed herein comprises an online graphi-
cal user interface 201, a registration module 202, a linking
module 203, a virtual electronic card control module 204, a
search engine 205, a virtual electronic card database 206, a
virtual electronic card based user activity module 207, and an
online chat module 208. The virtual electronic card control
module 204 further comprises a virtual electronic card cre-
ation engine 204aq, a virtual electronic card customization tool
204b, and a virtual electronic card management and exchange
module 204c.

[0044] The online graphical user interface 201 enables a
user to create a personal profile and a company profile in an
online networking environment. The users 210 may access
the online networking environment from one or more ofa web
browser, a personal digital assistant, and other electronic
devices via a network 209. The registration module 202 is
used for registering the user and a company in the online
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networking environment. The personal profile of the user
comprises user information and a personal electronic card.
Further, the personal profile is created upon the registration of
the user in the online networking environment. The company
profile comprises company information and a company elec-
tronic card. Further, the company profile is created upon the
registration of the company of the user in the online network-
ing environment. The linking module 203 links the user to an
existing company. The linking module 203 may also enable
the user to link with one or more of the plurality of employees
within the same company upon the approval of the employ-
ees.

[0045] The virtual electronic card control module 204 is
used for administering processes associated with the virtual
electronic card. The virtual electronic card creation engine
204a is used for creating the virtual electronic card automati-
cally. The technical processes involved in the automatic cre-
ation of the virtual electronic card are explained in the
detailed description of FIG. 3. The virtual electronic card
customization tool 2045 is used for editing and formatting
information and style of the virtual electronic card by the user.
The user may edit and format the virtual electronic card by
one or more steps of selecting a background, formatting text,
uploading a logo image, and editing styles, shapes, and infor-
mation of the virtual electronic card utilizing the virtual elec-
tronic card customization tool 2045.

[0046] The virtual electronic card management and
exchange module 204c¢ is used for exchanging the personal
electronic card between the user and the plurality of users
210. The exchange of the company electronic card with one of
the companies and a plurality of companies is performed
utilizing the virtual electronic card management and
exchange module 204¢. The virtual electronic card based user
activity module 207 is used for one or more of deleting the
virtual electronic card, setting online meetings, forwarding
the virtual electronic card, inviting the plurality of users, and
sending messages in the online networking environment. Fur-
ther, the virtual electronic card based user activity module
207 manages the ratings the company has received from the
users 210. The ratings are displayed on the company elec-
tronic card of a company. The virtual electronic card based
user activity module 207 also manages the common linkers
and number of users 210 that are certain degrees away.
[0047] Events may be created in the online networking
environment using the virtual electronic card based user
activity module 207. The virtual electronic card based user
activity module 207 is further used for posting one of mes-
sages, jobs, resume, events, groups, leads, advice question,
and advice answers by the users 210. The search engine 205
performs search, based on one or more of keywords, compa-
nies, location, industry, and title. The virtual electronic card
database 206 saves and stores personal electronic cards and
company electronic cards and the data related to the virtual
electronic cards. The online chat module 208 enables online
chat meetings between the users 210 in the online networking
environment.

[0048] FIG. 3 illustrates technical processes involved in the
creation and storage of a virtual electronic card. The ‘STEP 1°
of the process involves automatically generating the virtual
electronic cards from the user information obtained during
registration in the online networking environment. The vir-
tual electronic cards may be generated using the graphics
draw (GD) bundle option of PHP: Hypertext Preprocessor
(PHP) programming language. PHP is a Hypertext Markup
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Language (HTML)-embedded scripting language. The PHP
language allows web developers to program and create
dynamic web pages. The GD bundle is an extension to PHP
and is used for image manipulation in PHP. Images may be
created and resized using the GD bundle. The GD bundle may
also be used to create and manipulate image files in a variety
of different image formats, for example, “Graphics Inter-
change Format (gif) format, Portable Network Graphics
(png) format, Joint Photographic Experts Group (jpeg) for-
mat, Wireless Bit Map (wbmp) format, X Pix Map (xpm)
format, etc”. Using the options provided in the GD bundle, the
scripts resizes images like company logo and generates the
virtual electronic cards using true type fonts. The fonts are
included in PHP using the GD bundle options. The generated
virtual electronic card may be saved from PHP to the server as
in ‘STEP 1A’.

[0049] The ‘STEP 2’ of the process involves customizing
the virtual electronic cards. The virtual electronic cards may
be customized by the user using a Flash application provided
in the online networking environment. The Flash application
collects and sends image data and text data modified by the
user to the PHP. The customized virtual electronic cards may
beina file format such as “jpeg”. The ‘STEP 3” of the process
involves converting “jpeg” images back to “png” file format
using the Flash application. The “jpeg” images are converted
using a pixel reading technology of'the Flash application. The
converted image of “png” format is sent to PHP and saved in
a directory. The users 210 may use the Flash application to
change the fonts, style, information, shape, and sizes of the
virtual electronic cards. The virtual electronic cards may also
be customized using an asynchronous JavaScript, xml
(AJAX) application or any other technologies.

[0050] The users 210 may also draw the graphics and
change the color fills using the Flash application’s dynamic
object creation technology. The Flash application will keep
changing the objects and the object’s properties. For example
object properties can be changed, like color used to fill in the
object. If user selects 50% as opacity than it will be transpar-
ent to the extent of 50% and other objects below it will be
visible. The user can also change line color, line transparency,
shape color, shape transparency, opacity etc. These objects
can be used in designing the virtual electronic card. The
objects will be stored internally inside the flash application
and will not be written to the virtual electronic card database
206. The virtual electronic card may be stored directly as
“png” format in the virtual electronic card database 206 as in
‘STEP 1A’ or may be stored in the virtual electronic card
database 206 after editing as in ‘STEP 3. The name of the
virtual electronic cards stored is unique and is generated
using the logged in user’s identity and a random string. The
‘STEP 4’ of the process involves sending the output image
streams by the PHP directly to the internet browser, a Per-
sonal Digital Assistant (PDA) or any other electronic device.

[0051] FIG. 4 exemplarily illustrates a flow chart of the
steps involved in creation of the profiles and the virtual elec-
tronic cards for the plurality of users 210 and the plurality of
companies. The user provides user information for registra-
tion by providing combination of personal and college name
401, an email address, a phone number, a fax number, skills
and qualifications, a password, a registration verification
code, etc., to join the online networking environment as dis-
played in FIG. 7. If the user is currently employed 402, the
user searches 403 for an existing company the user is
employed with. If the user is currently unemployed 402 or
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does not want to enter company information, the user com-
pletes the user registration and a registration successful email
is sent 408 to the user along with the online networking
environment link.

[0052] If the search 403 results provide 404 an existing
company, the user is linked 405 with the existing company
and then linked 406 with the registered co-workers if the user
chooses and upon approval from the registered co-workers.
Further the registration successful email is sent 408 to the
user. If the search 403 results do not provide 404 with any
information on the company associated with the user, the user
registers 407 the company in the online networking environ-
ment as displayed in FIG. 8. Further the registration success-
ful email is sent 408 to the user. The company information
may be entered during or after the registration process by the
user or before the registration process by another user. Virtual
electronic card is automatically created and the user is given
the option to edit 409 the card or upload the card image.
Further, the user may invite 410 other users 210 to join the
online networking environment.

[0053] FIGS. 5A-5D exemplarily illustrates the available
options on a personal electronic card. The personal electronic
card comprises an option for the user to perform an exchange
501 of the personal electronic card before the personal elec-
tronic card appears 500 in the personal contact network as
illustrated in FIG. 5A. Further upon linking 507, the actions
drop down menu of the personal electronic card may com-
prise options for deleting 502, forwarding 503, messaging
504, meeting 505, and inviting 506 as illustrated in FIG. 5B.
The personal electronic card may include one or more of
personal contact information, photo image, company logo,
website address, email address, and number of links the user
is away from anotheruser, number of common linkers, check-
box, actions drop down menu and online status icon. The
available options in the personal electronic card for a user not
in the personal contact network appears as illustrated in FIG.
5C. The available options in a personal electronic card after
the exchange are illustrated as in FIG. 5D.

[0054] FIGS. 6A-6D exemplarily illustrates the available
options on a company electronic card. The company elec-
tronic card comprises an option for the user to perform an
exchange 601 of the company electronic cards before the
company electronic card appears in the company contact
network 600 with one or more of the plurality of companies as
illustrated in FIG. 6 A. Further upon linking 610, the actions
drop down menu of the company electronic card may com-
prise options for deleting 605, forwarding 606, messaging
607, meeting 608, and inviting 609 as illustrated in FIG. 6B.
All users 210 belonging to the same company can view the
same company contact network. The user may view one or
more of company website address link 602, company profile
link 603, and online networking environment website link
604 on the company electronic card. The company electronic
card may also include one or more of company contact infor-
mation, company logo, company rating along with number of
common linkers with the user, number of degrees, checkbox,
and icon indicating the online availability of a representative.
The available options in a company electronic card for a user
not in the company contact network appears as illustrated in
FIG. 6C. The available options in a company electronic card
after the exchange are illustrated as in FIG. 6D.

[0055] FIG. 10 exemplarily illustrates a virtual electronic
card customization tool 204b. The virtual electronic card
customization tool 2045 is used for editing and modifying the
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virtual electronic cards. The virtual electronic cards may be
edited and modified at the time of creation of the virtual
electronic card or at a later instance of time. The step of
editing and modifying the virtual electronic cards comprises
editing one or more of color, font, size, shapes, textual infor-
mation, logo, and background image of the virtual electronic
card. The user further has the option to upload a scanned
business card using the virtual electronic card customization
tool 2045b. The scanned business card may be used as the
personal electronic card by the user in the online networking
environment. Thus a scanned card can be exchanged 501 and
then have options for deleting 502, forwarding 503, messag-
ing 504, meeting 505, and inviting 506

[0056] FIG. 12 exemplarily illustrates the ‘home’ webpage
of the online networking environment. The ‘home’ webpage
includes a link for joining the online networking environ-
ment. Further, the ‘home’ webpage of the online networking
environment may comprise a search section to perform search
based on one or more of name of the user, country, location,
college, and keyword. The virtual electronic cards of new
users 210 that have networked with most number of members
during the first month of joining may also be displayed on the
‘home’ web page. Further virtual electronic card of advertis-
ers can be displayed on ‘home’ web page or any other
webpage on the virtual networking environment. The
‘Search’ results in the “home’ webpage will display relevant
content along with virtual electronic card to identify profes-
sional or company in the online networking environment.
[0057] FIG. 13 exemplarily illustrates the personal profile
‘office’ webpage of the online networking environment. The
personal profile ‘office’ webpage comprises the personal
electronic card of the user. A larger virtual electronic card
appears next to the smaller virtual electronic card in the
personal profile ‘office’ webpage. The user has the option to
appear as online or offline to other users 210. Further, the
personal profile ‘office’ webpage displays the link to the
inbox of the user. The user has options to edit the personal
profile, the personal electronic card, the company profile, the
privacy settings, the testimonials, network, the online brief-
case, skills and qualifications and previous experience. The
testimonials display the virtual electronic card of the user that
provided the testimonial. The skills and qualifications section
display the virtual electronic card of the supervisor. The
scheduled events may be displayed on the personal profile
‘office’ webpage of the online networking environment.
[0058] The personal profile ‘office’ of the user viewing the
page displays user’s virtual electronic card along with the
user’s profile and includes number of users 210 that are one
degree, two degrees, and three degrees away from the user.
Further, a “My Network™ section on the office webpage will
display some of the members of the personal contact network
of'the user, giving user the option to click on a link to view all
the members. A “Viewed My Profile” section displays the
members who have viewed the personal profile of the user.
The user may view the personal profile of the users 210 of the
personal contact network by clicking on the personal elec-
tronic card of the users 210. The personal profile ‘office’
webpage comprises an online briefcase for uploading and
displaying one or more of images, text files, audio files, and
video files. Other members can view the online briefcase and
may download files.

[0059] Further, the personal profile ‘office’ webpage may
display and provide edit option to the user for displaying one
of skills, qualifications, recent experience, supervisor name,
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company name, start date of the employment, end date of
employment, job title, and other job details. The testimonials
for the user also may be displayed on the personal profile
‘office’ webpage along with the card of user that posted the
testimonial. The personal profile ‘office’ webpage also dis-
plays links to the events, groups, jobs, leads, and advice
posted by the user. When a first user clicks the virtual elec-
tronic card of a second user, a similar ‘office” webpage is
displayed with fewer items to the first user. The first user will
not have access to links for editing the second user’s personal
profile, the virtual electronic card, the privacy settings, etc.

[0060] FIG. 14 exemplarily illustrates the ‘network’
webpage of the online networking environment. The ‘net-
work’ webpage displays the personal contact network and the
company contact network of the user. The personal contact
network comprises personal electronic cards. The company
contact network comprises company electronic cards. The
personal electronic cards and the company electronic cards
may be viewed and sorted as one of a larger sized virtual
electronic card and a smaller sized virtual electronic card.
Further, the virtual electronic cards may be sorted based on
companies, name of the user, online users, number of degrees
the user is away, industry, most linked user, or the newest user.
The user may further select one of multiple personal elec-
tronic cards and company electronic cards of the members
and may perform one or more steps of messaging, forward-
ing, and deleting the virtual electronic cards. The ‘network’
webpage also provides a search section for the user. Further,
online members from the user’s network, members who are
one degree away, two degrees away, and three degrees away,
or information on the number of members belonging to dif-
ferent companies are also displayed in the ‘network’
webpage. Upon clicking on the links for ‘1% degree’, ‘2"¢
degree’ and ‘3"“ degree’, the user can view the virtual elec-
tronic cards of all the users in the category.

[0061] FIG. 15 exemplarily illustrates the ‘company pro-
file’ webpage of the online networking environment. The
company section comprises one or more of a company profile
section, a portfolio section, a testimonials section, a hierarchy
section, and a search section. The company profile webpage
of the ‘company profile’ section displays the personal elec-
tronic card of the company representative and a company
electronic card of the company. The company electronic card
of'the company may display ratings the company has received
from the users 210. The information about the company such
as addresses of the company, number of employees, industry
type, industries the company buys from, industries the com-
pany sells to, company branch, company website address,
background information etc., are displayed on the company
profile section. The company representative may also per-
form one or more steps of creating and editing the company
website, editing the company profile, searching for the com-
pany branch, editing and maintaining an online briefcase, and
giving permissions to employees for various activities. The
company website is created by the company representative
using preexisting templates and images provided by the
online networking environment and adding their own content.
The company employee may edit the information about the
company and further the personal electronic card of the
employee will be displayed next to the edited information in
order to identify the employee who edited the information
last.

[0062] The portfolio section displays the products and ser-
vices for the company along with description. Users 210 can
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rate and write testimonials for each product or service and the
user’s virtual electronic card will appear next to each product
or service testimonials. The users 210 may write testimonials
and rate companies on the testimonial webpage of the com-
pany section where the user’s card appears next to the testi-
monial. The company section comprises a hierarchy webpage
for organizing the virtual business cards in any order or hier-
archically. An organizational chart of the company hierarchy
using the virtual business card is displayed in the hierarchy
webpage of company section. The virtual business cards are
further connected by lines in the hierarchy section. The orga-
nizational chart is maintained by the employees of the com-
pany. The organizational chart is exemplarily illustrated in
FIG. 11. Upon receiving approval a dashed line connecting
two virtual electronic cards in the hierarchy section turns into
solid line. There is ‘pending’ section where all the uncon-
nected virtual electronic cards appear. The company webpage
comprises the search section for performing search based on
one or more of keyword, name of the company, industry,
number of employees, and location.

[0063] FIGS. 16A-16B exemplarily illustrate the webpage
of'the ‘leads’ section in the online networking environment. A
lead may be information provided by a first user regarding a
second user’s potential interest in purchasing a product or
service. The ‘leads’ section comprises a “buy leads” section
and a “sell leads” section as illustrated in FIG. 16 A. The “buy
leads” section displays the poster’s virtual electronic card and
information for users 210 interested in selling a product or
service to a company. The “sell leads™ section displays the
poster’s virtual electronic cards and information for users 210
interested in buying a product or service from a company. The
“buy leads” section further comprises a “buying leads”
webpage, a “post buy leads” webpage, and a “search leads”
webpage. The “buying leads” section displays the list ofleads
posted for buying by the user in the leads webpage along with
number of responses the user received for each buy lead
posted.

[0064] The “post buy leads” section allows the user to post
the leads for buying in the webpage of the leads section. The
“search leads” section allows the user to search for the leads
in the online networking environment. The “sell leads” sec-
tion comprises a “selling leads” webpage, a “post sell leads”
webpage, and a “search leads” webpage. The “selling leads”
section displays the list of leads posted for selling by the user
in the ‘leads’ webpage along with number of responses the
user received for each sell lead posted. The “post sell leads™
section allows the user to post the leads for selling in the
webpage of the leads section. The “search leads” section
allows the userto search for the leads in the online networking
environment. The personal and company electronic card of
the user posting a lead or responding to an existing buy or sell
lead is displayed next to the posted lead as illustrated in FIG.
16B. Upon clicking on the links for ‘replies’ and ‘views’, the
user can view the virtual electronic cards of all the users in the
category.

[0065] Consider an example of a user, Brenda, owning a
small company called ABC. Brenda wants to purchase sup-
plies in various geographical locations, nationally and glo-
bally. Further, Brenda wants to network with a company
based on level of trust and confidence. Therefore, Brenda
utilizes the webpage of the ‘leads’ section to find a desirable
sell lead. On the lead webpage Brenda clicks on user’s per-
sonal electronic card to view the profile of the user and obtain
better understanding. After viewing the leads, testimonials,
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company’s information that appears next to the lead posted,
and rating which appears on the company electronic card,
Brenda responds to selected lead and conducts business with
trust and confidence in the online networking environment.
Brenda’s virtual electronic card appears in the response.
[0066] FIGS. 17A-17B exemplarily illustrate the webpage
of the ‘jobs’ section in the online networking environment.
The webpage comprises a ‘jobs’ section and a ‘hire’ section as
illustrated in FIG. 17A. The ‘jobs’ section may further com-
prise a ‘jobs’ webpage, ‘post resume’ webpage, and ‘search’
webpage. The jobs the user has applied for and number of
members in the company the user has applied to is displayed
in the ‘jobs’ section. The job applicant may post the resume
along with personal electronic card in the ‘post resume’
webpage. A ‘search jobs’ webpage allows the job applicant to
search for the jobs based on one or more of keyword, location,
industry, job category, salary etc. Further, the job applicant
may view the responses to a submitted resume, the number of
views for the submitted resume, and members in the company
the user has applied to that are a selected number of degrees
away from the user. Upon clicking on the links for
‘responses’, ‘profile views’ and ‘insiders’, the user can view
the virtual electronic cards of all the users in the category.
[0067] The ‘hire’ section on the webpage of the jobs section
may further comprise a ‘hire’ webpage, ‘post jobs’ webpage,
and ‘search’ webpage. For each job opening posted, the num-
ber of resumes received, the number of users 210 that viewed
the posting, the number of members associated with the com-
pany with the job opening that are selected number of degrees
away from the user are displayed in the ‘hire’ webpage of the
‘hire’ section. The ‘Post Jobs® webpage displays an online
form allowing the user to post a job opening for others to view.
The ‘search’ webpage allows the user to search for job can-
didates. The virtual electronic card of the user placing the job
opening or responding to a job opening is displayed next to
the posted job or response. Further, company electronic card
is also displayed along with the job posting as illustrated in
FIG. 17B. Upon clicking on the links for ‘resumes’, ‘views’
and ‘insiders’, the user can view the virtual electronic cards of
all the users in the category.

[0068] Consider an example of a user, Chris, a manager,
looking for a candidate with a specific skill set. While using
the search feature in the webpage of the ‘jobs’ section, Chris
finds Kate as a potential candidate. By clicking on Kate’s
virtual electronic card Chris visits Kate’s personal profile. On
Kate’s personal profile, Chris may view business network,
leads, events, and groups of Kate to obtain precise under-
standing of the background of Kate. Chris may invite Kate for
an online chat interview and may offer Kate a position in EFG
company. Kate will receive the offer in the ‘jobs’ section and
in the inbox on the online networking environment. Kate may
then view the company electronic card of the EFG company
and see if the company has a good rating. Kate may also click
on the company electronic card to view the company profile,
the business network, testimonials, and rating in order to get
a better understanding of the company. Further, Kate may
accept Chris’s job offer and may make a decision on whether
to join the company or not, based on trust.

[0069] FIGS. 18A-18B exemplarily illustrate the webpage
of'the ‘events’ section in the online networking environment.
The webpage comprises ‘events’ webpage, ‘post” webpage,
and ‘search’ webpage as illustrated in FIG. 18A. The ‘events’
webpage displays the events the user has registered for or
posted. The ‘events” webpage also display how many users



US 2009/0164589 Al

viewed each event created by the user and displays the virtual
electronic cards of the users who viewed the event. The ‘post
events’ webpage allows the user to create and post an event for
other users 210 to view and register. Exemplarily, the event
may be a seminar on “customer relationship” for the employ-
ees of the company. The user may set the event type on the
webpage of the events section as one of public, private, com-
pany or branch only, and members in personal contact net-
work only. The ‘event detail’ webpage displays the event title,
description, time, and date along with virtual electronic cards
of the creator and virtual electronic cards of the members
registered for the event as illustrated in FIG. 18B. The
‘search’ webpage allows the users 210 to search for the events
based on keyword, location, industry, or date. The virtual
electronic card of the user posting the event or registering for
an event is displayed next to the posted event. Further, user
may delete registered events from the events webpage.

[0070] Consider an example of a user, Emily, creating an
event on the webpage of the ‘events’ section. The virtual
electronic card of Emily is displayed next to the event created
by Emily. Consider a second user, David, searches and finds
the event created by Emily on the webpage of the ‘events’
section. Further, David may decide to attend the event based
on the description of the event and the people attending the
event which may be viewed on the event detail webpage. The
virtual electronic cards of the other attendants of the created
event also appear in the webpage of the events section. David
may select an attend option in the dropdown menu to partici-
pate in the event. Therefore, by using the virtual electronic
card, David is able to find an appropriate event and register for
the event.

[0071] FIGS. 19A-19B exemplarily illustrate the webpage
of'the ‘groups’ section in the online networking environment.
The ‘group’ section comprises ‘groups’ webpage, ‘post’
webpage, and ‘search’ webpage as illustrated in FIG. 19A.
The groups the user has created or registered for are displayed
in the ‘groups’ section. The ‘groups’ section also display the
number of users 210 who viewed the groups and the virtual
electronic cards of the users 210 who viewed the groups. The
‘post’ webpage allows the user to create a group to discuss a
topic and may further allow users 210 to join the group.
Exemplarily, the group may be created to discuss a topic such
as “increasing productivity in American companies”. The
created group is displayed on the group webpage along with
the virtual electronic card of the member who created the
group. The group detail webpage includes group title,
description, member’s group, image, virtual electronic cards
of the creator, and virtual electronic cards of the members
registered for the group as illustrated in FIG. 19B. Virtual
electronic cards of the group members appear next to their
respective comments. The user may invite new members to
join the group. The user may make the group ‘public’, ‘pri-
vate’, ‘company/branch only’, or ‘members in network only’.
The “search’ webpage of the groups section allows the users
210 to search for a group by keyword, industry, membership
size or location. Further, the user may delete registered
groups in the webpage of the group section.

[0072] Consider an example of a user, Frank living in a
remote location and wants to join a group to exchange infor-
mation and ideas related to engineering. Frank performs a
search in the ‘search’ webpage of the groups section, and after
reading group description and viewing virtual electronic
cards of the group creator and other members, who have
joined the group, identifies a relevant group. Frank can join
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the group as it is a public group. Frank can view messages
posted by other members and the member’s virtual electronic
cards appear next to their respective posts. Frank can post
questions and comments and thus participate in the group
discussion. Other members who find Franks comments use-
ful, exchange personal electronic card to include Frank in
their personal contact network.

[0073] FIG. 20A-20B exemplarily illustrates the webpage
of'the ‘advice’ section in the online networking environment.
The ‘advice’ section comprises ‘advice’ webpage, ‘post’
webpage, and ‘search’ webpage as illustrated in FIG. 20A.
The ‘advice’ webpage displays the questions the user posted
and the advice other users 210 have provided to each of the
questions. The ‘advice’ webpage also display the number of
users 210 who viewed the question and the virtual electronic
cards of the users 210 who viewed the question. The ‘post’
webpage allows the users 210 to post a question in the
webpage of the advice section in the online networking envi-
ronment for other users 210 to provide the advice. Further, on
‘advice detail” webpage the users 210 may reply to the post or
reply to the initial question and the virtual electronic card of
the users 210 is displayed next to the respective advice as
illustrated in FIG. 20B. The virtual electronic card of the user
that created the question also appears on the ‘advice detail’
webpage along with the question and images. The ‘search’
webpage allows the users 210 to search for the advice posted
by other members, based on akeyword, industry, date etc. The
virtual electronic card of the user posting the question or
responding to a question is displayed next to the posted ques-
tion or response. Upon clicking on the links for ‘advice’ and
‘views’, the user can view the virtual electronic cards of all
the users in the category.

[0074] Consider an example of a user, John, seeking advice
on financial investment. John performs a keyword search in
the ‘search’ webpage of the advice section and is unable to
find answer to a question. Further, John posts the question in
the ‘post” webpage of the advice section. Mark who is a
professional in banking industry views the question posted by
John and responds. Mark’s virtual electronic card appears
along with the response provided by Mark. John views the
response along with Mark’s virtual electronic card. Further,
John offers to exchange virtual electronic cards to include
Mark in his personal contact network upon Mark’s approval.

[0075] FIG. 21 exemplarily illustrates a chat session used
for online meetings in the online networking environment.
The online chat module 208 displays one or more of virtual
electronic cards of the users 210 involved in a chat session, a
chat window, a text input section, an online briefcase, and
buttons for performing different user actions during the chat
session. For example, the user may click the respective but-
tons of the online chat module 208 to view a company web-
site, a personal profile of the user, or website on the online
networking environment. The chat window displays the con-
versation between the users 210 of the online chat module
208. The text input section allows the user to input the text for
the conversation. The online briefcase allows the users 210 to
store and exchange one or more of images, text files, audio
files, and video files with other users 210 using the online chat
module 208. The online chat module 208 is utilized for online
meetings, seminars, and interviews in the online networking
environment. The option for meeting allows the user to invite
one or plurality of users to an online chat meeting at a speci-
fied time. Upon approval of the other user, all participating
users view a chat window at the agreed time. As the chat
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window displays the virtual electronic card of the user, the
users 210 involved in the chat session can view more infor-
mation about the other user.

[0076] It will be readily apparent that the various methods
and algorithms described herein may be implemented in a
computer readable medium appropriately programmed for
general purpose computers and computing devices. Typically
aprocessor, fore.g., one or more microprocessors will receive
instructions from a memory or like device, and execute those
instructions, thereby performing one or more processes
defined by those instructions. Further, programs that imple-
ment such methods and algorithms may be stored and trans-
mitted using a variety of media, for e.g., computer readable
media in a number of manners. In one embodiment, hard-
wired circuitry or custom hardware may be used in place of,
or in combination with, software instructions for implemen-
tation of the processes of various embodiments. Thus,
embodiments are not limited to any specific combination of
hardware and software. A ‘processor’ means any one or more
microprocessors, Central Processing Unit (CPU) devices,
computing devices, microcontrollers, digital signal proces-
sors or like devices. The term ‘computer-readable medium’
refers to any medium that participates in providing data, for
example instructions that may be read by a computer, a pro-
cessor or a like device. Such a medium may take many forms,
including but not limited to, non-volatile media, volatile
media, and transmission media. Non-volatile media include,
for example, optical or magnetic disks and other persistent
memory. Volatile media include Dynamic Random Access
Memory (DRAM), which typically constitutes the main
memory. Transmission media include coaxial cables, copper
wire and fiber optics, including the wires that comprise a
system bus coupled to the processor. Transmission media
may include or convey acoustic waves, light waves and elec-
tromagnetic emissions, such as those generated during Radio
Frequency (RF) and Infrared (IR) data communications.
Common forms of computer-readable media include, for
example, a floppy disk, a flexible disk, hard disk, magnetic
tape, any other magnetic medium, a Compact Disc-Read
Only Memory (CD-ROM), Digital Versatile Disc (DVD), any
other optical medium, punch cards, paper tape, any other
physical medium with patterns of holes, a Random Access
Memory (RAM), a Programmable Read Only Memory
(PROM), an Erasable Programmable Read Only Memory
(EPROM), an Electrically Erasable Programmable Read
Only Memory (EEPROM), a flash memory, any other
memory chip or cartridge, a carrier wave as described here-
inafter, or any other medium from which a computer can read.
In general, the computer-readable programs may be imple-
mented in any programming language. Some examples of
languages that can be used include NET, PHP, HTML, Flash,
AJAX, C, C++, C#, JAVA, JavaScript etc. The software pro-
grams may be stored on or in one or more mediums as an
object code. A computer program product comprising com-
puter executable instructions embodied in a computer-read-
able medium comprises computer parsable codes for the
implementation of the processes of various embodiments.

[0077] Where databases are described such as the virtual
electronic card database 206, it will be understood by one of
ordinary skill in the art that (i) alternative database structures
to those described may be readily employed, and (ii) other
memory structures besides databases may be readily
employed. Any illustrations or descriptions of any sample
databases presented herein are illustrative arrangements for
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stored representations of information. Any number of other
arrangements may be employed besides those suggested by,
example, tables illustrated in drawings or elsewhere. Simi-
larly, any illustrated entries of the databases represent exem-
plary information only; one of ordinary skill in the art will
understand that the number and content of the entries can be
different from those described herein. Further, despite any
depiction of the databases as tables, other formats including
relational databases, object-based models and/or distributed
databases could be used to store and manipulate the data types
described herein. Likewise, object methods or behaviors of a
database can be used to implement various processes, such as
the described herein. In addition, the databases may, in a
known manner, be stored locally or remotely from a device
that accesses data in such a database.

[0078] The present invention can be configured to work in
a network environment including a computer that is in com-
munication, via a communications network, with one or more
devices. Personal digital assistants (PDA), cell phones and
other electronic devices may also be used. The computer may
communicate with the devices directly or indirectly, via a
wired or wireless medium such as the Internet, Local Area
Network (LAN), Wide Area Network (WAN) or Ethernet,
Token Ring, or via any appropriate communications means or
combination of communications means. Each of the devices
may comprise computers, such as those based on the Intel®
processors, AMD® processors, UltraSPARC® processors,
etc. that are adapted to communicate with the computer. Any
number and type of machines may be in communication with
the computer.

[0079] The foregoing examples have been provided merely
for the purpose of explanation and are in no way to be con-
strued as limiting of the present method and system disclosed
herein. While the invention has been described with reference
to various embodiments, it is understood that the words,
which have been used herein, are words of description and
illustration, rather than words of limitation. Further, although
the invention has been described herein with reference to
particular means, materials and embodiments, the invention
is not intended to be limited to the particulars disclosed
herein; rather, the invention extends to all functionally
equivalent structures, methods and uses, such as are within
the scope of the appended claims. Those skilled in the art,
having the benefit of the teachings of this specification, may
effect numerous modifications thereto and changes may be
made without departing from the scope and spirit of the
invention in its aspects.

We claim:
1. A computer implemented method of online networking
based on exchange of virtual electronic cards between a plu-
rality of users, comprising the steps of:
providing an online networking environment;
creating a personal profile by a user for creation of a virtual
electronic card in said online networking environment;

creating a company profile of a company by said user for
creation of said virtual electronic card, wherein the user
is an employee of said company;
creating automatically the virtual electronic card, wherein
the virtual electronic card is at least one of a personal
electronic card and a company electronic card;

establishing a personal contact network of the user in the
online networking environment by exchanging personal
electronic cards between the user and said plurality of
users; and
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establishing a company contact network of the company of
the user by exchanging company electronic cards
between the company of the user and a plurality of
companies;

whereby said exchange of said virtual electronic cards

enables said online networking between the plurality of
users and said plurality of companies.

2. The computer implemented method of claim 1, wherein
said step of creating said company profile comprises search-
ing for an existing company in the online networking envi-
ronment and associating the user with said existing company,
wherein the user is an employee of the existing company.

3. The computer implemented method of claim 2, wherein
said association of the user with the existing company com-
prises linking the virtual electronic card of the user with the
virtual electronic cards of existing employees of the existing
company.

4. The computer implemented method of claim 1, wherein
the virtual electronic cards and associated information of the
users are stored on an electronic device.

5. The computer implemented method of claim 1, wherein
said personal profile of the user comprises user information
and said personal electronic card.

6. The computer implemented method of claim 1, wherein
said company profile comprises company information and
said company electronic card.

7. The computer implemented method of claim 1, wherein
said company profile includes an organizational chart com-
prising multiple personal electronic cards of employees of the
company in a predefined order.

8. The computer implemented method of claim 1, wherein
the virtual electronic cards are searched based on one or more
of keywords, companies, location, and title.

9. The computer implemented method of claim 1, wherein
said personal electronic card is one of an image and a multi-
media card comprising user information.

10. The computer implemented method of claim 1,
wherein said company electronic card is one of an image and
a multimedia card comprising company information.

11. The computer implemented method of claim 1,
wherein the plurality of users view said personal profile by
clicking said personal electronic card and said company pro-
file by clicking said company electronic card.

12. The computer implemented method of claim 1,
wherein the virtual electronic card of a larger size is displayed
by scrolling over a smaller sized virtual electronic card.

13. The computer implemented method of claim 1,
wherein the user edits and formats the virtual electronic card
by one or more steps of selecting background, formatting text,
uploading an image, and editing styles and information of the
virtual electronic card.

14. The computer implemented method of claim 1,
wherein said personal electronic card includes a list with
options for the user to perform the steps of:

said exchanging of said personal electronic cards with one

or more of said users;

deleting the personal electronic card of one or more of the

users from said personal contact network;

forwarding the personal electronic card of one or more of

the users of the personal contact network to one or more
users in the personal contact network and one or more
companies in said company contact network;

sending messages to one or more of the users of the per-

sonal contact network; and
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inviting one or more of the users of the personal contact
network to one or more of online meetings, business
network, events, groups, advice section, jobs section,
and leads section.

15. The computer implemented method of claim 14,
wherein the step of exchanging the personal electronic cards
comprises automatically sending invitation messages to the
users to join the personal contact network of the user.

16. The computer implemented method of claim 1,
wherein said company electronic card includes a list with
options for the user to perform the steps of:

said exchanging of said company electronic cards with one

or more of said companies;

deleting one or more of the company electronic cards from

said company contact network;

forwarding the company electronic card of one or more of

the companies to one or more of the companies in the
company contact network and one or more users in said
personal contact network;

sending messages to the companies in the company contact

network;

inviting company representatives of the companies to

online meetings; and

inviting company employees of the company contact net-

work to one of more of events, groups, online meetings,
advice section, jobs section, and leads section.

17. The computer implemented method of claim 16,
wherein said step of exchanging the company electronic cards
comprises automatically sending invitation messages to said
company representatives of the companies to approve and
join the company contact network.

18. The computer implemented method of claim 1,
wherein the user uploads an image and multimedia of a
scanned business card, wherein said scanned business card is
used as the personal electronic card by the user.

19. The computer implemented method of claim 1,
wherein the user sends the virtual electronic card to one or
more of existing users and non users of the online networking
environment via an electronic mail.

20. The computer implemented method of claim 1,
wherein one or more of events, groups, advice section, leads
section, jobs section, business network, online meetings, the
company profile of the company and the user, the personal
profile of the user, and company section appear in the online
networking environment.

21. The computer implemented method of claim 20,
wherein said events, said groups, said advice section, said
leads section, said jobs section, said business network, said
online meetings, the company profile of the company and the
user, the personal profile of the user, and said company sec-
tion display one of personal electronic cards and company
electronic cards.

22. The computer implemented method of claim 1,
wherein the virtual electronic cards in the online networking
environment are accessed from one of a web browser, a per-
sonal digital assistant, and other electronic devices.

23. A computer implemented system for online networking
based on exchange of virtual electronic cards between a plu-
rality of users, comprising:

an online graphical user interface for enabling a user to

create a personal profile and a company profile in an
online networking environment;

a linking module for linking said user to an existing com-

pany;,
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a virtual electronic card control module for administering
processes associated with a virtual electronic card, com-
prising:
avirtual electronic card creation engine for creating said

virtual electronic card automatically;

a virtual electronic card management and exchange
module for one or more of exchanging a personal
electronic card between the user and said plurality of
users, deleting said personal electronic card, setting
online meetings, forwarding the personal electronic
card, inviting the plurality of users, and sending mes-
sages in said online networking environment; and

a virtual electronic card customization tool for editing
and formatting information and style of the virtual
electronic card by the user.

24. The computer implemented system of claim 23,
wherein said virtual electronic card management and
exchange module is further used for one or more of exchang-
ing a company electronic card between a company and a
plurality of companies, deleting said company electronic
card, setting online meetings, forwarding the company elec-
tronic card, inviting the plurality of users, and sending mes-
sages in the online networking environment.

25. A computer program product comprising computer
executable instructions embodied in a computer-readable
medium, wherein said computer program product comprises:

a first computer parsable program code for providing an
online networking environment;
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a second computer parsable program code for creating a
personal profile by a user for creation of a virtual elec-
tronic card in said online networking environment;

a third computer parsable program code for creating a
company profile of' a company by said user for creation
of said virtual electronic card, wherein the user is an
employee of said company;

a fourth computer parsable program code for creating auto-
matically the virtual electronic card, wherein the virtual
electronic card is at least one of a personal electronic
card and a company electronic card;

a fifth computer parsable program code for establishing a
personal contact network of the user in the online net-
working environment by exchanging personal elec-
tronic cards between the user and a plurality of users;

a sixth computer parsable program code for establishing a
company contact network of the company of the user by
exchanging company electronic cards between the com-
pany and a plurality of companies; and

a seventh computer parsable program for linking virtual
electronic cards with respective events, groups, advice
section, leads section, jobs section, business network,
online meetings, company profile of the company and
the user, personal profile of the user, and company sec-
tion in the online networking environment.
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