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Disclosed herein is a reconfigurable smoking pipe and a
method of using the same for single handed operation. The
reconfigurable smoking pipe comprises a base unit, a lighter

3A6s lg)ll‘z;l“:ll; lidilaDrive holder, a bowl, a smoke chamber, a carburetor, a mouthpiece,
Sewell. NJ OgSOSO and a plug. The base unit comprises multiple ports. The
? lighter holder is attached to the base unit. Each of the bowl,
. the smoke chamber, the carburetor, and the plug are detach-
(21) Appl. No:: 12/119,509 ably attached to any one of the ports of the base unit. A
- mouthpiece is detachably attached to anterior end of the
(22) Filed: May 13, 2008 smoke chamber. A user assembles the reconfigurable smok-
.. . . ing pipe and inserts a lighter into the lighter holder. The user
Publication Classification holds the reconfigurable smoking pipe in a smoking position
(51) Int.CL using a single hand by gripping the inserted lighter and lights
A24F 1/32 (2006.01) a smoking substance held in the bowl by operating the
A24F 47/00 (2006.01) gripped lighter using the single hand.
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RECONFIGURABLE SMOKING PIPE

BACKGROUND

[0001] This invention relates to the field of smoking imple-
ments. More specifically, this invention relates to a reconfig-
urable smoking pipe.

[0002] Smoking implements such as smoking pipes are
widely used by smokers to smoke tobacco. Smoking pipes
typically require an external lighter or matches to be used for
lighting the tobacco. A user usually must hold a smoking pipe
in one hand and a lighter or a match in the other hand while
lighting. Moreover, tools such as a pipe cleaner or a reamer
must be used to clean the smoking pipe. Smoking pipes are
generally built as a single unit and dismantling the smoking
pipes requires expert knowledge.

[0003] Hence, there is a need for a smoking pipe that
requires only a single hand for gripping and lighting. There is
also a need for a smoking pipe that may be easily dismantled
for cleaning and for reconfigurable positioning.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0004] This summary is provided to introduce a selection of
concepts in a simplified form that are further described in the
detailed description of the invention. This summary is not
intended to identify key or essential inventive concepts of the
claimed subject matter, nor is it intended for determining the
scope of the claimed subject matter.

[0005] The apparatus and method disclosed herein address
the above stated needs for single handed operation of a smok-
ing pipe that may be easily dismantled for cleaning and recon-
figurable positioning. The reconfigurable smoking pipe com-
prises a base unit, a lighter holder, a bowl, a smoke chamber,
a mouthpiece, a carburetor, and a plug. The base unit com-
prises multiple ports. The lighter holder is attached to the base
unit. A user assembles the reconfigurable smoking pipe and
inserts a lighter into the lighter holder.

[0006] The lighter holder detachably holds the lighter. The
bowl for holding a smoking substance is detachably attached
to one of the ports of the base unit. The user lights the smoking
substance inside the bowl using the lighter with a single hand.
The posterior end of the smoke chamber is detachably
attached to one of the ports of the base unit. The smoke
chamber accumulates smoke produced on lighting the smok-
ing substance. The mouthpiece for allowing a user to inhale
the smoke from the smoke chamber is detachably attached to
the anterior end of the smoke chamber. The carburetor is
detachably attached to one of the ports of the lighter holder.
The carburetor enables the user to inhale residual smoke from
the smoke chamber. The plug for containing the smoke within
the smoke chamber is detachably attached to one of the ports
of the base unit.

[0007] The detachable attachment allows the bowl, the
smoke chamber, the carburetor, and the plug to be reconfig-
urably positioned on the base unit. The detachable attachment
also allows disassembly for easy cleaning. The detachable
attachment further allows the assembly of the smoke chamber
with the mouthpiece to be repositioned on any one of the ports
based on left handedness and right handedness of the user.
The apparatus disclosed herein enables single handed opera-
tion by the user.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0008] The foregoing summary, as well as the following
detailed description of the invention, is better understood
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when read in conjunction with the appended drawings. For
the purpose of illustrating the invention, exemplary construc-
tions of the invention are shown in the drawings. However, the
invention is not limited to the specific methods and instru-
mentalities disclosed herein.

[0009] FIG. 1 illustrates a top view of a reconfigurable
smoking pipe.
[0010] FIG. 2 illustrates a bottom view of the reconfig-

urable smoking pipe.

[0011] FIG. 3 illustrates a back view of the reconfigurable
smoking pipe.
[0012] FIG. 4 exemplarily illustrates a reconfigurable

smoking pipe holding a lighter.
[0013] FIG. 5 illustrates a method of using a reconfigurable
smoking pipe.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0014] FIG. 1 illustrates a top view of a reconfigurable
smoking pipe 100. The reconfigurable smoking pipe 100
comprises a base unit 102, a lighter holder 101, a bowl 107, a
smoke chamber 103, a carburetor 104, a mouthpiece 105, and
a plug 106. The base unit 102 comprises a plurality of ports.
The base unit 102 may be made of glass, aluminum, ceramic,
copper, steel, or synthetic substances.

[0015] The lighter holder 101 is attached to the base unit
102, asillustrated in FIG. 2. The lighter holder 101 detachably
holds a lighter 401, as exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 4. The
lighter 401 may be used as a handle by a user. The bowl 107
is detachably attached to one of the ports of the base unit 102.
Thebowl 107 may comprise a threaded base 301 for attaching
the bow1107 to one of the ports of the base unit 102. The bowl
107 holds a smoking substance, for example tobacco. The
bowl 107 may be inclined at an angle, for example 45 degrees,
to the lighter 401, for enabling flame from the lighter 401 to
make contact with the smoking substance held by the bowl
107. The lighter 401 lights the smoking substance in the bowl
107, thereby causing the smoking substance to produce
smoke. A bottom view of the reconfigurable smoking pipe
100 is illustrated in FIG. 2.

[0016] The posterior end of the smoke chamber 103 is
detachably attached to one of the ports of the base unit 102.
The smoke produced by the smoking substance accumulates
in the smoke chamber 103. The user may inhale the smoke in
the smoke chamber 103 through the mouthpiece 105. The
mouthpiece 105 is detachably attached to the anterior end of
the smoke chamber 103. The carburetor 104 is detachably
attached to one of the ports of the base unit 102. The carbu-
retor 104 enables the user to inhale residual smoke from the
smoke chamber 103. The user may place a finger over the
carburetor 104 during lighting. To inhale the residual smoke
from the smoke chamber 103, the user may release the finger
placed over the carburetor 104 and draw the residual smoke
through the mouthpiece 105 until the smoke chamber 103 is
cleared ofthe residual smoke. Hence, the user is able to inhale
the residual smoke through the mouthpiece 105 using a single
hand. The plug 106 is detachably attached to one of the ports
of'thebase unit 102. The plug 106 is used to contain the smoke
within the smoke chamber 103. A back view of the reconfig-
urable smoking pipe 100 is illustrated in FIG. 3. A reconfig-
urable smoking pipe 100 holding a lighter 401 is exemplarily
illustrated in FIG. 4.

[0017] The detachable attachment allows each of the
lighter holder 101, the bowl 107, the smoke chamber 103, the
carburetor 104, and the plug 106 to be reconfigurably posi-
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tioned on any one of the ports of the base unit 102. The
detachable attachment also allows disassembly of the recon-
figurable smoking pipe 100 for easy cleaning. The detachable
attachment further allows repositioning of assembly of the
smoke chamber 103 with the mouthpiece 105 on any port of
the base unit 102, based on left handedness or right handed-
ness of the user.

[0018] FIG. 5illustrates a method of using a reconfigurable
smoking pipe 100. A user may assemble 501 a reconfigurable
smoking pipe 100 as follows: the user detachably attaches
501a abowl 107 for holding a smoking substance to one of the
multiple ports of a base unit 102. The lighter holder 101 is
attached to the base unit 102. The user detachably attaches
5015 a carburetor 104 to one of the ports of the base unit 102.
The user detachably attaches 501c¢ the posterior end of a
smoke chamber 103 to one of the ports of the base unit 102.
The user detachably attaches 501d a mouthpiece 105 to the
anterior end of the smoke chamber 103. The user detachably
attaches 501e a plug 106 to one of the ports of the base unit
102. The user inserts 502 a lighter 401 into the lighter holder
101. The user holds 503 the reconfigurable smoking pipe 100
in a smoking position by gripping the inserted lighter 401
with one hand. The user then lights 504 the smoking sub-
stance held in the bowl 107 by operating the gripped lighter
using the same hand.

[0019] The detachable attachment of the base unit 102, the
lighter holder 101, the bowl 107, the smoke chamber 103, the
carburetor 104, the mouthpiece 105, and the plug 106 enables
the reconfigurable assembly of the reconfigurable smoking
pipe 100. The user may use the reconfigurable smoking pipe
100 for smoking by holding the lighter 401 with a single hand.
[0020] The apparatus disclosed herein therefore enables
single handed operation by the user. The single handed opera-
tion includes the user gripping the reconfigurable smoking
pipe 100 by the inserted lighter 401 and lighting the smoking
substance using the lighter 401 with a single hand.

[0021] Consider an example of a user smoking tobacco.
Theuser assembles the reconfigurable smoking pipe 100. The
user inserts a lighter 401 into the lighter holder 101. The user
holds the reconfigurable smoking pipe 100 in a smoking
position by gripping the inserted lighter 401 with one hand.
The user then lights 504 the tobacco held in the bowl 107 by
operating the gripped lighter using the same hand. While
lighting, the user places a finger of the same hand over the
carburetor 104. The smoke produced by the tobacco accumu-
lates in the smoke chamber 103. The plug 106 allows the
smoke to be contained within the smoke chamber 103. The
user inhales the smoke from the smoke chamber 103 through
the mouthpiece 105. The user removes the finger placed over
the carburetor 104. The carburetor 104 enables the user to
inhale the residual smoke from the smoke chamber 103. The
reconfigurable smoking pipe 100 thereby enables the user to
smoke tobacco by using a single hand.

[0022] The foregoing examples have been provided merely
for the purpose of explanation and are in no way to be con-
strued as limiting of the present method and system disclosed
herein. While the invention has been described with reference
to various embodiments, it is understood that the words,
which have been used herein, are words of description and
illustration, rather than words of limitation. Further, although
the invention has been described herein with reference to
particular means, materials and embodiments, the invention
is not intended to be limited to the particulars disclosed
herein; rather, the invention extends to all functionally
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equivalent structures, methods and uses, such as are within
the scope of the appended claims. Those skilled in the art,
having the benefit of the teachings of this specification, may
effect numerous modifications thereto and changes may be
made without departing from the scope and spirit of the
invention in its aspects.
I claim:
1. A reconfigurable smoking pipe, comprising:
a base unit comprising a plurality of ports;
a lighter holder attached to said base unit, wherein said
lighter holder detachably holds a lighter;
a bowl detachably attached to one of said ports of the base
unit, wherein said bowl holds a smoking substance;
a smoke chamber detachably attached to one of the ports of
the base unit at posterior end of said smoke chamber,
wherein the smoke chamber accumulates smoke pro-
duced on lighting said smoking substance;
a mouthpiece detachably attached to anterior end of the
smoke chamber, wherein said mouthpiece allows a user
to inhale said smoke from the smoke chamber;
a carburetor detachably attached to one of the ports of the
base unit, wherein said carburetor enables said user to
inhale residual smoke from the smoke chamber; and
a plug detachably attached to one of the ports of the base
unit, wherein said plug is used to contain the smoke
within the smoke chamber;
whereby said detachable attachment allows each of the lighter
holder, the bowl, the smoke chamber, the carburetor, and the
plug to be reconfigurably positioned on the base unit using
any one of the ports.
2. The reconfigurable smoking pipe of claim 1, wherein the
bowl comprises a threaded base for fixing the bowl to one of
the ports of the base unit.
3. The reconfigurable smoking pipe of claim 1, wherein
assembly of the smoke chamber with the mouthpiece is repo-
sitioned on any one of the ports based on left handedness and
right handedness of the user.
4. A method of using a reconfigurable smoking pipe, com-
prising the steps of:
assembling said reconfigurable smoking pipe by a user,
comprising the steps of:
detachably attaching a bowl to one of a plurality of ports
of a base unit, wherein a lighter holder is attached to
said base unit;

detachably attaching a carburetor to one of said ports of
the base unit;

detachably attaching posterior end of a smoke chamber
to one of the ports of the base unit;

detachably attaching a mouthpiece to anterior end of
said smoke chamber; and

detachably attaching a plug to one of the ports of the base
unit;

inserting a lighter into said lighter holder by said user;

holding the reconfigurable smoking pipe in a smoking
position by the user using a single hand, wherein the user
holds the reconfigurable smoking pipe by gripping said
inserted lighter; and

lighting a smoking substance held in said bowl by the user
by operating said gripped lighter using said single hand;

whereby the lighter holder enables single handed operation
by the user, wherein said single handed operation includes the
user gripping the reconfigurable smoking pipe by said lighter
inserted into the lighter holder and lighting said smoking
substance using the lighter with the single hand.
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